Once again, I would like to thank Professor Jinsil Seong and her outstanding Korean colleagues for having hosted such a wonderful meeting in Seoul. All the feedback was overwhelmingly positive. During the meeting, many participants urged our organization to compile APPLE Practice Guidelines for HCC -guidelines that can truly reflect the modern art of surgery, locoregional therapy, and systemic therapy in the Asia Pacific region. Professor Masatoshi Kudo has kindly agreed to take on the difficult job, and I am sure he will need plenty of help from you.
APPLE is striding forward to become an eminent academic society. To ensure our success and leadership continuity, the governing board has unanimously nominated Professor Jinsil Seong for President-Elect of APPLE (2019-2021). We extend our biggest congratulations to Professor Seong! We will soon be celebrating the 10th anniversary of APPLE in Sapporo. Looking back, we started ten years ago as a small group of experts with sincere camaraderie, but now we have become a big family of multi-disciplinary experts fighting together against HCC. The whole field is moving fast. APPLE guarantees that all its members will not only keep abreast of all the cutting-edge knowledge, but will also play an important role in spearheading the way for tomorrow.
I look forward to seeing all of you in Sapporo.
Ann-Lii Cheng, MD, PhD President, The Asia-Pacific Primary Liver Cancer Expert Association
